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NATIONAL NEWS COUNCIL, INC.
Council Meeting

The meeting of the Council of the National News
Council, Inc.,

(the "Corporation") was held at 2:00 p.m.

on June 25, 1974, in the conference room of Children's
Television Workshop at One Lincoln Plaza, New York City.
The following members of the Council were present:
Stanley H. Fuld, Chairman
Irving Dilliard
Loren F. Ghiglione
Albert Gore
Molly Ivins
Robert B. McKay
Ralph Otwell
Sylvia Roberts
R. Pe:ter Straus
Also present were the following advisers to the Council:
Norman Isaacs
Sig Mickelson
The following staff members of the Council were present:
William B. Arthur
Ned Schnurman
David Rudenstine
George Carpinello
Cheryl Bostwick
Mary Sue Johnson
Also attending were members of the press.
The Chairman, Judge Stanley H. Fuld, called the meeting
to order.
The minutes of the May 10, 1974, Council meeting were
presented to the Council and approved without debate.
William Arthur read a statement praising the Supreme
Court decision of that morning in the Miami Herald v. Tornillo
case.

The Council approved that statement for release.

The

2
Chairman ordered that a copy of that statement be filed
with the minutes of this meeting.
The Treasurer's report was read and adopted.
The Freedom of the Press Committee then reported on
its meetings of June 24 and 25.

Mr. Arthur reviewed

the Committee's public hearing of June 24 on the complaint
of the National Conference of Editorial Writers v. victor
Lasky and the North American Newspaper Alliance.

The

Committee's decision in that case was read to the Council
with a recommendation for approval.
the statement was adopted.

Following Council discussion,

(Copies of this statement are on

file) .
The Grievance Committee then reported on its meetings
of June 24 and 25.
Ned Schnurman read the Committee's final decision in
the case of Horace P. Rowley, III v. Corporation for Public
Broadcasting.

The statement had been mailed to all Council

members prior to the full Council meeting, and it was thus
adopted without debate.
Mr. Schnurman summarized for the Council the Committee's
public hearing of June 24 on the complaint of Robert A.
Edwards v. Mutual Broadcasting System.

He informed the

Council that the Committee's decision would not be made
public at this time to allow Mutual 15 days to respond to
the decision.
Mr. Schnurman then read statements on decisions made
by the Grievance Committee at its June 24 meeting.
of such statements are on file).

(Copies
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The National News Council

ONE LINCOLN PLAZA
NEW YORK. N.Y. 10023

(212) 595-9411

June 25, 1974
STATEMENT BY THE NATIONAL NENS COUNCIL
The National News Council applauds the unanimous decision
of the united States Supreme Court today striking down the
Florida Right to Reply statute.
The Council believes that broad compulsions that newspapers
publish the responses of persons covered in news stories or
editorials are inconsistent with the First Amendment and do
not constitute reasonable responses to media concentration or
unfairness.
The Council believes that the news media should, on their
own initiative, assume the responsibility to deal fairly with
the views of political candidates and other subjects of news
coverage.
The Council has had in preparation for some time an extensive
study of the problems of access to all branches of

con~unication

and plans to issue it soon, in conjunction with a fuller review
of the Miami Herald decision.
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